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THE COST AND VALUE OF STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


S TAINED art glass windows in buildings being appraised present a signifi- 





cant problem. While clear glass windows perform the function of illumi- 

nating the interior of a building better than stained glass windows, they 
do not create the same atmosphere conducive to worship produced bythe blend- 
ing of rich colors in symbolic designs. Well-executed stained art glass win- 
dows may add considerable value to a structure. Although we normally as- 
sociate stained glass windows with churches, it is not unusual to find them in 
banks, public buildings, institutions, and, occasionally, in homes. 


Stained art glass windows are almost always designed for the building in 
which they are installed. They are not a stock item nor are they mass pro- 
duced. The design, in addition to its theme, has to be appropriate to the ar- 
chitecture. The location of the window will, in some instances, determine 
the color and staining. For these reasons, stained glass windows are consid- 
ered to be in the realm of art rather than purely utilitarian. Accordingly, the 
usual criteria of replacement cost, less depreciation, used on many other as- 
pects of construction are more difficult to apply in estimating the effect of 
these windows on value. 


It would be very difficult to determine the cost of the windows in the 
Chartres Cathedral and in other European shrines. These windows were made 
in the 12th and the 13th centuries. Craftsmen labored on these windows for 
years. They had no preliminary sketch to use as a design or pattern. Using a 
crude outline, they pieced the various shapes of glass together to create the 
impression they desired. Poor cutting tools prevented accurate cutting of the 
pieces. They resorted to chipping in order to make the various shapes. This 
resulted in spoiling a large quantity of stained glass, which was not in abundant 
supply. These windows, 700 to 800 years old, have not depreciated but are 
worth far more today than they were when they were first installed. They are 
as irreplaceable today as other examples of medieval art. Unlike a painting by 
Rembrandt, a stained glass window has no established market value by itself 
on today’s market because it is an integral part of a structure and is not bought 
or sold as a separate unit. A rare stained glass window might be likened to 
Leonardo da Vinci’s “Last Supper,” which, too, is an integral part of a 
building, and which cannot, therefore, be sold as a painting. 
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The stained glass window of the Notre Dame de la Belle Verriere (Our Lady 
of the Beautiful Window) in Chartres is considered to be one of the most beau- 
tiful in the world. At least a large part of this beauty consists in the appropri- 
ateness of the window to the building in which it was built. A stained glass 
window is best in its right environment, the place for which it was designed. 
To remove it from an old building and to reinstall it in a new building is a 
painstaking and very costly procedure. The style of architecture should be the 
same and the window openings would Pave to be exactly the same size as the 
old windows. Old windows, while they can be releaded and waterproofed, can- 
not be restyled. In the majority of cases it is less costly to purchase new 
windows for a new structure that are designed especially for the building. 


Many memorial windows carry associations to the members of a church or 
a lodge, and have a great aesthetic value at the time they are built. A genera- 
tion or two later, when the building becomes obsolete, or when the neighbor- 
hood is changed, requiring a relocation, these memorial windows are seldom 
moved. However, there is one church in St. Louis where all of the art glass 
windows in the church were formerly a part of the old building from which the 
congregation moved. 


In the demolition of old buildings, stained glass windows which are removed 
have practically no resale value. Even the glass from old windows has no 
salvage value. Having to remove the glass and sort it according to shades and 
quality, in addition to its irregular shape, makes it worthless. 


The cost of installing a stained glass window is governed by the size, 
shape, and design. The design may be simple or complex, depending upon the 
amount of money allotted in the building budget, or by the donor. A geometri- 
cal design is probably the cheapest, particularly if it is triangular or diamond 
shape. A design with a figure or group of figures with a colored background is 
the most expensive. The square foot cost of a stained glass window decreases 
as it becomes larger. Larger windows generally use larger pieces of glass 
and are more easily leaded (glazed) than are the smaller windows. There are 
no rules of thumb in determining cost. Since every window is specially de- 
signed, the following table is presented only as an indicator of cost. 


Single figures $250 to $ 500 per figure 
Group figures 400 to 1,000 per group 
Medallions 150 to 300 per medallion 
25 to 150 per symbol 
Background 8 to 10 per sq.ft. of window area 


Ornamental Windows 
Geometric design .... $10to$ 40 per sq.ft. of window area 
Abstract design 40 per sq.ft. of window area 














EXAMPLES OF VARIOUS ART GLASS DESIGNS 
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ABSTRACT DESIGN ABSTRACT DESIGN ABSTRACT DESIGN TWO MEDALLIONS 
30 sq. ft. $1, 050 30 sq. ft. $1,050 30 sq. ft. $450 (Geometric background) 
30 sq. ft. $1, 200 


FIGURE AND FIGURE AND FIGURE, MEDAL- FIGURE, MEDAL- 
MEDALLION MEDALLION LION, SYMBOL LION, SYMBOL 
18 sq. ft. $800 18 sq. ft. 18 sq. ft. $1, 200 18 sq. ft. $1, 200 
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For example, a window 4' x 10', or 40 square feet, 
having a single figure and a symbol would cost as follows: 


Single figure 
One symbol 
Background* 40 sq. ft. @ $8 


* Applied to entire area of window. 


These costs do not include installing the windows. In- 

stallation cost varies according to the size and the fram- 

ie > ing material. Stone framings are more costly than metal 
ae. ' (steel or aluminum) and wood. 
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MULTIPLE SYMBOLS 
18 sq. ft $800 





The designs reproduced in this bulletin and cost informa- 
tion are through the courtesy of Jacoby Studios, Inc., St. 
Louis, Missouri. 








MULTIPLE SYMBOLS 
18 sq. ft $800 
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